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At the Monthly Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 26 April 2016 at 7.00 pm there were present:

Cllrs
 
  


Mr  P Kay




(Mayor)






Mr  N Penny



(Deputy Mayor)







Mrs C 
Allaway-Martin








Mr   K Ball






Mr   I Baird








Mr   C Elsmore

Mrs E Elsmore 


Mrs H Lusty

Mrs N Holloway


Mr   M Whittington






Miss A Lapington 

(Town Clerk) 






Mr    A Clarke 

     (Minute Taker)
   
Also present were Cllr R James, Mr B Thompson, Mr W Williams and PCSO M Shuttleworth. 
Public Forum 
Mr Williams asked how the new TIC was working.  Cllr Penny said the Council were still assessing the facility, but so far it had been successful with an average of 140 visitors each week since opening.  The Clerk said it was very pleasing to see so many volunteers coming forward to run the service.
The public forum closed at 7.05
225.
 To note apologies



Apologies were noted from Cllr Hale, PC Sterry and County Cllr McMahon 
226.
To receive declarations of interest 
Cllr Penny declared a pecuniary interest in Agenda items 233, 234 and 241. 
227.
 To allow dispensation requests 
There were no dispensation requests

228.
 To agree the co-option of 1 Councillor 
It was proposed that Mr Barry Thompson be co-opted to the Council.





Proposed:  Cllr Kay



Seconded:  Cllr Penny

On being put to the vote the proposal was accepted unanimously.

Cllr Thompson joined the Council meeting and signed the Declaration of Acceptance.

It was agreed that the Clerk would arrange training for recently appointed Councillors.

229.
To approve the minutes of 22 March 2016  





Proposed:  Cllr Lusty


Seconded: Cllr Holloway
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously
230.
To raise matters arising from the meetings 22 March 2016 
There were no matters arising.
231.
To hear the report from the Police
PCSO Shuttleworth said that 12 crimes had been reported in the Coleford area between 22 March and 25 April 2016.  This compared with 13 crimes for the same period last year.  There had been six cases of minor criminal damage and one burglary of a non-dwelling.

Cllr Ball said he had had reports from neighbours concerning people wandering around the rear of their properties.  PCSO Shuttleworth asked that anyone with concerns should contact him immediately and he will visit the scene.

Cllr Allaway-Martin asked if the police had records of anti-social behaviour or hate crimes.  PCSO Shuttleworth said there were records and he would let the Clerk have the information in the next few days.

Cllr C Elsmore asked if speed checks were still carried out near schools such as at Poolway Road and Mile End Road.  Cllr Ball said he was aware of speeding at Palmers Flats especially at night.  Cllr Thompson said speeding was also a problem along Newland Street, particularly between 8-9 in the morning and 4-5 in the afternoon.  PCSO Shuttleworth said speed checks have been carried out in all of these areas and he would arrange for further checks to be made in the near future.
232.
To note reports from the County & District Cllrs (for information).
There were no County Council reports.

District Councillor James said the District Council was currently carrying out a programme of repairs to street lighting and also attending to the very large backlog of potholes.  
He had attended a Scrutiny Meeting to discuss fracking.  The meeting had also been attended by members of FOOF, some of whom took part in a demonstration outside the District Council Offices.  He said a number of the demonstrators were very disruptive and caused damage.  They also took down the Union Flag and put up a flag of their own.  On police advice, Councillors and council workers had to remain in the Council building for an hour until the demonstrators began to disperse.  Nevertheless, people were still harassed when they finally left the building.  He said many of the protesters appeared not to be local.  Cllr James said the whole process was a great shame and he felt that the reputation of FOOF had been damaged and support would be lost.

District Cllr C Elsmore said one of the topics receiving attention by the District Council was the provision of leisure facilities.  More information would follow on this.  He also said that work was ongoing with Forest Routes which was two years into four years of Lottery funding.  Members were looking at ways of ensuring that Forest Routes continues once this funding comes to an end.  Options were being explored to extend the service to youth groups and older people in order for them to get to regular events, possibly through arrangements with local mini-bus operators. 
District Cllr C Allaway-Martin said she had attended a Health Group meeting on 4 April which had addressed the provision of cross border issues.  Agreement would mean that there was potential for up to 8,000 additional people to receive health services within the District.  Care was needed to ensure that services could cope with the increased demand.
On 4 April she had presented a paper to the full Council on the settlement of Syrian refugees in the District.  The plan was to house 10 families over the next 4 years in the Forest area.  They will be settled in small groups in the market towns and will be matched with the services each town provides.

PCSO Shuttleworth left the meeting at 7.30pm. 

Cllr Penny left the meeting temporarily.

233.
To agree payments (see attached)
The Clerk explained that the monthly grass cutting payment was late in arriving and was not listed The payment included an additional amount for a one-off chain harrowing of the football field.

Cllr Ball asked if the Council was getting the best rate for its British Gas contracts.  The Clerk confirmed that rates had been renegotiated last year.

The payments were proposed




Proposed: Cllr Ball

Seconded Cllr Holloway
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
234.
To agree petty cash payments (see attached)

The payments were proposed 




Proposed: Cllr Ball

Seconded Cllr Whittington
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.

Cllr Penny Re-joined the meeting.
235.
To note the cash book & reconciliation reports

The cash book and reconciliation reports were noted. 
236.
To note the monthly budget figures (see attached)

The Clerk said that, due to staff shortages, she had been unable to fully reconcile the month’s figures but would do so by Thursday.

The monthly budget figures were noted.
237.
To note the in-house Audit of 19 February 2016 
Cllrs C Elsmore and Holloway confirmed that the in-house Audit had been carried out and concluded satisfactorily.

The in-house Audit report was noted.

238.
To agree celebrations of the Queen’s official 90th birthday in June 2016
Councillors discussed a number of options.  Cllr Ball suggested a party event for the community with commemorative mugs for children.





Proposed: Cllr Holloway
Seconded Cllr Lusty 

Cllr Penny said an event was already scheduled for 11 June called Crafty Kids.  It could be adapted within the existing budget to incorporate a celebration of the Queen’s birthday, but not with the presentation of mugs.  Cllr Holloway agreed to withdraw her motion (above).  The new motion was now proposed.





Proposed:  Cllr Penny

Seconded:  Cllr Lusty
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.

239.
To make comment on the proposed changes at Lakers School

The Mayor said he had a meeting planned with Mr John Riley, interim Head at Lakers School, on 28 April 16. However he said there were indications that the Secretary of State for Education was considering significant changes to Academy school proposals.

Councillors expressed their concerns about current Academy proposals, particularly with regard to reports of asset stripping at some academies. It was agreed to maintain this item for discussion on the monthly Agenda for the months ahead.

Cllr Holloway proposed that the Council sent a letter of concern to the Secretary of State stating their grave concern about the future of the 2 schools as they are both to sponsored by the same organisation. This letter to be copied to Mark Harper MP and to other local parish councils.

 




Proposed:  Cllr Holloway
Seconded:  Cllr Ball
On being put to the vote the proposal was carried with nine votes in favour and one abstention.

240.
To update on the twinning project

The Mayor said the Twinning process was moving forward and he had visited St. Hilaire-de-Rieze earlier in April.  He said a referendum was needed in St. Hilaire-de-Rieze before its Mayor could sign the Twinning agreement, but this appeared to be a straightforward process.  The Mayor said he would keep the Council informed of further progress.

Cllr James left the meeting at 8.10pm.

241.
To agree to the recommendations of the Events and Marketing Committee

Councillors noted the report.  Cllr Penny advised changes to the order of events in Item 7 and then left the meeting temporarily.
It was proposed that all recommendations in the report be moved en masse.





Proposed:  Cllr Holloway
Seconded:  Cllr Ball

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
Cllr Penny re-joined the meeting. 

242.
To agree to the recommendations of the Amenities Committee
The Clerk explained that the quote for seeding the football pitch covered the cost of both pitches.  It was agreed that a revised quote should be obtained to make this clear.  The Clerk said that this work would be built into the grass cutting contract for the future.  Cllr Whittington advised that the last football match would be held on 21 May and steps would need to be taken to ensure the pitches were not used again until next season. 

Councillors noted the Flower Planting and Maintenance Contract document drawn up by Cllr E Elsmore.  It was agreed that she would meet with the Clerk to ensure the document fully complied with the Council’s contractual procedures before going out for quotes.
All items were moved en masse  





Proposed Cllr Kay

Seconded Cllr Whittington

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.

243.
To agree to the recommendations of the Finance and Office Committee  
All items 5 – 8 were moved en masse 





Proposed Cllr Kay
 Seconded Cllr Holloway
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.

244.
To note the recommendations of the Planning Committee 

Councillors noted the decisions made by the Planning Committee at meetings held on 22 March and 12 April 2016.
245.
To note the report from the Neighbourhood Development Plan 

Cllr Baird said the draft report would go out for three days of consultation and public comment in June.  There would then be a formal 6 week period of consultation on the final report will take place later in the year.  He said, once the report was implemented, the Council would need to consider how best to monitor the report in the longer term.

A motion was passed by Cllr Holloway to extend the Council meeting by 30 minutes. 
246.
To note the Clerks Report (for information only)

The Clerk’s report was noted.  It was agreed that the Clerk would circulate the Facilities Diary to Councillors for comments again.
247.
To note reports from members (for information only)  

Cllr Kay the Mayor attended:

24 March 

Market Towns Meeting.

26 March 

Staff T I C morning.


2 April 

French wedding with Mayor of St Hilaire de Reiz.

6 April


Twinning meeting in St Hilaire de Reiz.

14 April

Interview and photos for St Hilaire de Reiz newsletter.

19 April 

Funding and sponsorship LR Suntory.

23 April 

Staff T I C morning.

24 April 

Activities Festival.

25 April

Colin Smith funeral re Council.    

Cllr Penny the Deputy Mayor attended: 

24 March 

Presented Coleford Town Council 4 Year Plan and other updates including TIC to the GMTF membership and board
27 March 

Volunteered to staff the TIC

28 March

Coleford Carnival of Transport

3 April


Volunteered to staff the TIC

5 April


Angus Buchanan commemorative stone unveiling

12 April

Traders AGM

13 April

Meeting re Grants software

19 April

Follow Up meeting with LR Suntory

Cllr Holloway 
5 April


Attended the unveiling of the Angus Buchannan stone.






Visit to Leicestershire.

24 April

Activities Festival at Speech House.  Very well run with over 3,000 attendees.

Cllr Lusty

Cllr Lusty said she was now a Trustee of the Angus Buchannan Memorial Recreation Ground.  This was in the capacity as a resident of Coleford and not as a representative of the Town Council.

Cllr Whittington 
Had attended a meeting with Grant Finder.

Cllr Thompson

Had attended the visit to Leicestershire.

Cllr E Elsmore attended: 

5 April


The unveiling of the Angus Buchannan stone.
5 April


A Health Forum meeting.





A Neighbourhood Watch meeting.





A Highways Committee meeting. 

24 April

The Activities Festival at Speech House.

Cllr C Elsmore attended:
5 April


The unveiling of the Angus Buchannan stone.
12 April

The AGM of Coleford Business Association.




A Neighbourhood Watch meeting.




A housing needs meeting.




Growing the Economy meeting.  Three local applicants for share of £45K budget.





He continues working on NDP.
Cllr Ball said he had attended the Activities Festival at Speech House.  He suggested that the Council should send a letter of congratulation to the organisers for running such a successful event.
Cllr Baird  
Attended

Six NDP meetings.

5 April


The unveiling of the Angus Buchannan stone.
24 April

The Forest Activities Event 

Cllr Allaway-Martin

5 April


The unveiling of the Angus Buchannan stone.

6 April


The opening of Colliers’ Court

18 April 

Civic visit to with the FoDDC and meet representatives from Barrow on Soar & Quorn
20 April 

A briefing on Community Transport

248.
To note Correspondence (see attached list)  

The correspondence list was noted.
The remaining member of the public left the meeting
In Committee

Finance and Office Committee item 10: 
Cllr Whittington declared an interest in this item.
Councillors noted the request made by the Deputy Clerk and agreed that the Finance and Office Committee should review her salary arrangements in the light of current circumstances.

The meeting closed at 9.30
Crime Comparison

 22MAR2016 - 27APR2016 Compared With 22MAR2015 - 27APR2015

Coleford Central

	HO Band
	HO Category
	Crime
22MAR16
27APR16
	Crime
22MAR15
27APR15
	+/-
	% Crime Diff
	Detect
22MAR16
27APR16
	Detect
22MAR15
27APR15
	+/-
	% Detect Diff

	Violence
	Assault with injury
	1
	2
	-1
	(50.00%)
	1
	3
	-2
	(66.67%)

	Violence
	Public Fear, Alarm or Distress
	1
	0
	1
	0.00%
	0
	0
	0
	0.00%

	Violence
	Assault w/o Injury
	0
	3
	-3
	0.00%
	0
	1
	-1
	0.00%

	Sexual offences
	Sexual activity involving child -13
	1
	0
	1
	0.00%
	0
	0
	0
	0.00%

	Burglary
	Burglary non dwelling
	1
	1
	0
	0.00%
	0
	0
	0
	0.00%

	Burglary
	Attempted Burglary non dwelling
	1
	0
	1
	0.00%
	0
	0
	0
	0.00%

	Theft
	Shoplifting
	0
	1
	-1
	0.00%
	0
	0
	0
	0.00%

	Fraud
	Fraud by False Representation, Cheque, Plastic Card and Online Banking (not Ebay or Paypal)
	1
	0
	1
	0.00%
	0
	0
	0
	0.00%

	Criminal damage
	Criminal damage -dwelling
	1
	1
	0
	0.00%
	0
	0
	0
	0.00%

	Criminal damage
	Criminal damage -non dwelling
	2
	0
	2
	0.00%
	0
	0
	0
	0.00%

	Criminal damage
	Criminal damage -vehicles
	1
	2
	-1
	(50.00%)
	0
	0
	0
	0.00%

	Criminal damage
	Criminal damage -other
	1
	0
	1
	0.00%
	0
	0
	0
	0.00%

	Drugs
	Possession of Drugs(Cannabis)
	0
	0
	0
	0.00%
	0
	1
	-1
	0.00%

	Other notifiable
	Blackmail
	1
	0
	1
	0.00%
	0
	0
	0
	0.00%

	Other notifiable
	Offences against state / public order
	1
	0
	1
	0.00%
	0
	0
	0
	0.00%

	=
	 
	13
	10
	3
	30.00%
	1
	5
	-4
	(80.00%)


Coleford East

	HO Band
	HO Category
	Crime
22MAR16
27APR16
	Crime
22MAR15
27APR15
	+/-
	% Crime Diff
	Detect
22MAR16
27APR16
	Detect
22MAR15
27APR15
	+/-
	% Detect Diff

	Violence
	Harassment
	0
	1
	-1
	0.00%
	0
	1
	-1
	0.00%

	Violence
	Assault with injury
	0
	2
	-2
	0.00%
	1
	1
	0
	0.00%

	Violence
	Assault w/o Injury
	0
	1
	-1
	0.00%
	0
	0
	0
	0.00%

	Burglary
	Burglary non dwelling
	1
	1
	0
	0.00%
	0
	0
	0
	0.00%

	Theft
	Theft from vehicle
	1
	2
	-1
	(50.00%)
	0
	0
	0
	0.00%

	Criminal damage
	Criminal damage -dwelling
	1
	0
	1
	0.00%
	0
	0
	0
	0.00%

	Criminal damage
	Criminal damage -vehicles
	0
	3
	-3
	0.00%
	0
	1
	-1
	0.00%

	Criminal damage
	Criminal damage -other
	2
	1
	1
	100.0%
	1
	0
	1
	0.00%

	Drugs
	Drug trafficking
	0
	1
	-1
	0.00%
	0
	0
	0
	0.00%

	=
	 
	5
	12
	-7
	(58.33%)
	2
	3
	-1
	(33.33%)


RTC’s

Coleford Central

	Incident
Date
	Incident
No
	Result
	Location

	22MAR2016
	183
	R03 - Rtc_damage only(inc animal rtcs)
	Railway Dr, Railway Drive Coleford

	23MAR2016
	339
	R03 - Rtc_damage only(inc animal rtcs)
	Gloucester Rd, Gloucester Road Coleford

	25MAR2016
	415
	R03 - Rtc_damage only(inc animal rtcs)
	St John St, St John Street Coleford

	24APR2016
	240
	R03 - Rtc_damage only(inc animal rtcs)
	Coleford, . Coleford

	25APR2016
	286
	R03 - Rtc_damage only(inc animal rtcs)
	Railway Dr, Railway Drive Coleford

	N = 5


Coleford East

	Incident
Date
	Incident
No
	Result
	Location

	15APR2016
	259
	R03 - Rtc_damage only(inc animal rtcs)
	21 High Nash Coleford Gl168hn

	17APR2016
	25
	R14 - RTC Death / Injury
	4 Wood Road Mile End Coleford Gl167de

	N = 2
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